HELSBY PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON 14 MAY 2007 AT 19:00 HOURS IN HELSBY LIBRARY

PRESENT:

Cllr. Stuart Hulse – Chairman
Cllr. George Randles – Vice-Chairman
Cllr. Barbara Atkinson

Cllr. Mike Bellairs

Cllr. Sylvia Crossley-Jones

Cllr. Alan Gardner

Cllr. Mark Gilson

Cllr. Patricia Holder


Cllr. Sam Johnson

Cllr. John Kerry


Cllr. Terry O’Neill


Cllr. George Porter

Cllr. Frank Thomas

Cllr. Betty Williams

IN ATTENDANCE:

Michelle Pickstock – representing Helsby Community Sports Club

Samantha Parker – Reporter for the Chester Chronicle

PCSO Chris Maddocks – Cheshire Constabulary

Before the meeting commenced, all councillors signed and dated their ‘Declaration of Acceptance of Office and Compliance with the Code of Conduct’ that the Clerk countersigned.

1.
ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN


Proposed by Cllr. Williams, seconded by Cllr. Crossley-Jones and RESOLVED – that Cllr. Hulse be 
elected as Chairman of Helsby Parish Council for the ensuing municipal year 2007/08– 
PC96/07.  Cllr. 
Hulse was invited, by the outgoing Chairman – Cllr. O’Neill, to accept the ‘Badge of 
Office’.

1.1
The Chairman signed the ‘Declaration of Acceptance of Office’ which the Clerk 



countersigned. The Chairman was congratulated on his election of office.


Proposed by Cllr. Thomas, seconded by Cllr. Williams and RESOLVED – that a vote of thanks be 
given to Cllr. O’Neill for his commitment to the Council over the previous year – PC97/07.

2.
ELECTION OF VICE-CHAIRMAN


Cllr. Gilson and Cllr. Randles were both proposed and seconded.  Proposed by Cllr. O’Neill, 
seconded by Cllr. Porter and RESOLVED – that a Secret Ballot be taken and the councillor 
with the most votes be elected as Vice-Chairman – PC98/07.  Cllrs. Gilson and Randles left the 
room whilst voting took place.  The Clerk counted the voting slips and announced the results. 
Cllrs. Gilson and Randles re-joined the meeting.  RESOLVED – that Cllr. Randles be elected as 
Vice-Chairman of Helsby Parish Council to serve for the ensuing municipal year 2007/08 – 
PC99/07.
3.
ADOPTION OF THE NEW ‘CODE OF CONDUCT’.  The Council had subsequently been advised by 
the County Association not to sign the new code until further information was received from the 
Standards Board that would clarify the changes.  Proposed by Cllr. Thomas, seconded by Cllr. 
Randles and RESOLVED – that the Council put the signing of the new ‘Code of Conduct’ in 
abeyance pending further information from the Cheshire Association of Local Councils – 
PC100/07.
4.
APPOINTMENT OF REPRESENTATIVES ON OUTSIDE BODIES


It was agreed that councillors represent the Council on the following outside bodies to serve for the 
ensuing municipal year.


Name




No.
Appointee(s)







Cheshire Association of Local Councils
3
Cllrs. Hulse, Thomas and the Clerk


Helsby Community Centre

1
Cllr. Williams


Helsby Footpath Society

2
Cllrs. Foster and Gilson


Helsby Health Centre (Patient’s Forum)
4
Cllrs. Atkinson, Crossley-Jones, Thomas and 







Williams


Helsby Community Sports Club

3
Cllrs. Foster, Holder and Randles


Helsby Village Action Group

3
Cllrs. Hulse, O’Neill and Porter


Kemira GroHow



2
Cllrs. Randles and Thomas







(Reserves – Cllrs. Atkinson, Kerry and O’Neill)


Police Forum



3
Cllrs. Hulse, O’Neill and Porter


North Cheshire Rail Users’ Group
1
Cllr. Thomas
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Quinn Glass



2
Cllrs. O’Neill & Thomas (Cllr. Atkinson – Reserve)


VRBC Area Forum


2
Cllrs. Hulse and Thomas


Ineos Chlor Vinyls – whoever is available when the meetings are arranged.

5.
APPOINTMENT OF STANDING COMMITTEES


It was agreed that councillors be appointed to serve on the following committees until the Annual 
Meeting of the Parish Council in May 2008.


Note: that the Chairman and Vice-Chairman of the Council shall, ex-officio, be members of every 
committee.


5.1
Environment Committee



Cllrs. Atkinson, Bellairs, Crossley-Jones, Foster, Gilson, Hulse, Johnson, Porter, O’Neill, 


Randles and Williams.  Proposed by Cllr. Gilson, seconded by Cllr. Atkinson and 



RESOLVED – that Cllr. O’Neill be elected as Chairman of the Environment Committee 

– PC101/07.  Proposed by Cllr. Atkinson, seconded by Cllr. Johnson and RESOLVED – that 

Cllr. Gilson be elected as Vice-Chairman of the Environment Committee – PC102/07.


5.2
Health & Safety Committee



Cllrs. Gardner, Johnson, Hulse, Kerry, Porter, O’Neill and Randles.  Proposed by Cllr. 


Randles, seconded by Cllr. O’Neill and RESOLVED – that Cllr. Gardner be elected as 


Chairman of the Health & Safety Committee – PC103/07.  Proposed by Cllr. Randles, 


seconded by Cllr. O’Neill and RESOLVED – that Cllr. Porter be elected as Vice-Chairman 

of the Health & Safety Committee – PC104/07.


5.3
Parks, Cemetery and Allotments Committee (Parks)



Cllrs. Bellairs, Foster, Gilson, Holder, Hulse, Kerry, Randles and Thomas.  Proposed by Cllr. 

Randles, seconded by Cllr. Holder and RESOLVED – that Cllr. Gilson be elected as 


Chairman of the Parks Committee – PC105/07.  Proposed by Cllr. Randles, seconded by 

Cllr. Kerry and RESOLVED – that Cllr. Bellairs be elected as Vice-Chairman of the 


Parks Committee – PC106/07.


5.4
Standing Orders/Standards Committee



Cllrs. Atkinson, Bellairs, Crossley-Jones, Hulse, Kerry, O’Neill, Randles and Thomas.  


Proposed by Cllr. O’Neill, seconded by Cllr. Atkinson and RESOLVED – that Cllr. Bellairs 

be elected as Chairman of the Standing Orders/Standards Committee – PC107/07.



Proposed by Cllr. O’Neill, seconded by Cllr. Atkinson and RESOLVED – that Cllr. Thomas 

be elected as Vice-Chairman of the Standing Orders/Standards Committee –PC108/07.


5.5
Human Resources Committee



Cllrs. Bellairs, Crossley-Jones, Gardner, Gilson, Hulse, Johnson, O’Neill and Randles.  


Proposed by Cllr. O’Neill, seconded by Cllr. Randles and RESOLVED – that Cllr. Johnson 

be elected as Chairman of the Human Resources Committee – PC109/07.   Proposed by 

Cllr. Johnson, seconded by Cllr. Randles and RESOLVED – that Cllr. Bellairs be elected 

as Vice-Chairman of the Human Resources Committee – PC110/07.


5.6
Finance Committee



Cllrs. Bellairs, Crossley-Jones, Gardner, Gilson, Johnson, Holder, Hulse, O’Neill, Randles 

and Thomas.  Proposed by Cllr. Johnson, seconded by Cllr. Randles and RESOLVED – 


that Cllr. O’Neill be elected as Chairman of the Finance Committee – PC111/07.  


Proposed by Cllr. O’Neill, seconded by Cllr. Porter and RESOLVED – that Cllr. Crossley-

Jones be elected as Vice-Chairman of the Finance Committee – PC112/07.
6.
INSPECTION OF DEEDS


The Clerk verified that the footpath dividing the Robin Hood Hotel and Children’s Park was the 
property of Helsby Parish Council.  The Clerk agreed to photocopy the agreement pertaining to land 
at the entrance of the Ex-Serviceman’s Club for further examination.

7.
PUBLIC AIR TIME.  Proposed by Cllr. O’Neill, seconded by Cllr. Bellairs and RESOLVED – that the 
meeting be suspended for public participation – PC113/07.
The following matters were 
discussed:-
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*
Re-opening of Tennis Courts would take June 2007.  


*
Helsby Community Sports Club Open Day – Sunday, 8th July from 12 noon.


*
It was suggested that the County and Borough Councillors be invited to attend Parish 


Council meetings and to stay for the full length – duly noted.


*
That all councillors receive a copy of the Helsby Community Sports Club’s promotional DVD.


Proposed by Cllr. Atkinson, seconded by Cllr. Porter and RESOLVED – that Public Air Time be 
closed and the meeting reconvened – PC114/07. 

8.
APOLOGIES – received and accepted from Cllr. Bill Foster.

9.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST.  Cllr. Johnson declared a personal interest in Item 24.1 Planning 
Application No. 07-1064-FUL as neighbour to the applicant. Cllr. Bellairs declared a personal interest 
in Item 24.1 Planning Application No. 4/07/1133/FZ5 as a Governor of Horns Mill Primary School.

9.1
A number of councillors amended their ‘Register of Interests’ to include new information.

10.
POLICE MATTERS


10.1
PSCO Maddocks reported the following information:-



*
Anti-social behaviour being addressed with letters being sent to the parents of 



children that had been stopped-checked.  



*
Card system now in place to deter anti-social behaviour.


10.2
Meeting with local youths had identified a need for a Youth Centre.  Councillors were 


encouraged to become involved along with other agencies.  Suitable venues/leaders  


were now being investigated and it was suggested that an article be written for the Helsby 

News to enlist volunteers.


10.3
PCSO Maddocks asked for help regarding an assault on bar staff at the Helsby Ex-


Serviceman’s Club and gave the name of the person the police were looking for to assist in 

their enquiries.
11.
MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 16 APRIL 07.  Proposed by Cllr. Williams, seconded by 
Cllr. O’Neill and RESOLVED – that the minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 16 April 
07 be accepted as an accurate record and duly signed by the Chairman – PC115/07.

12.
MATTERS ARISING FROM THE PREVIOUS MINUTES


12.1
Removal of items from the insurance schedule.  The items had been removed and the new 

premium had been amended.


12.2
Insurance Policy.  Allianz Cornhill had confirmed that the policy was for full replacement 


value.

13.
MINUTES OF THE PARKS, CEMETERY AND ALLOTMENTS COMMITTEE MEETING HELD ON 


30 APRIL 07.  Cllr. Gilson presented the minutes that included the following recommendations:-


13.1
Children’s Park.  Proposed by Cllr. Gilson, seconded by Cllr. Thomas and RESOLVED – 


that the Council would not pursue an order to make the Children’s Park an ‘Alcohol 

Free Zone’ – PC116/07.

13.2
Cremated Remains Area.  Proposed by Cllr. Gilson, seconded by Cllr. O’Neill and 


RESOLVED – that a meeting be arranged with the Burial Clerk and that a proper plan 

of the Cremated Remains area be drawn up – PC117/07.

13.3
Allotment Plot 8 – Cemetery Site.  Proposed by Cllr. Gilson, seconded by Cllr. Randles and 

RESOLVED – not to deviate from the original resolution made in accordance with the 

contractual agreement and that the ‘Notice to quit’ remained in force on Plot 8 


Cemetery Allotment Site – PC118/07.  


13.4
Refurbishment of Children’s Park.  Proposed by Cllr. Gilson, seconded by Cllr. Atkinson and 

RESOLVED – to stop Groundwork from doing any more work until the Council could 

be sure of obtaining grants to pay for their professional fees totalling £34,525 – 


PC119/07.

13.5
Cemetery Extension.  Proposed by Cllr. Gilson, seconded by Cllr. Randles and RESOLVED 

– that the Council, in accordance with the Local Government Act 1972, s.214, employ 

RSK to draw up plans for the Cemetery extension and new Wildlife Area and to 


produce a future management plan and mitigation process for the Slow Worms 


costing £3,305 plus VAT – PC120/07.
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14.
BURIAL GRANT.  Proposed by Cllr. Thomas, seconded by Cllr. O’Neill and RESOLVED – that 
approval be given to Mrs S Randles of 6 St Mary’s Avenue, Weaverham for a Burial Grant 
pertaining to Plot 100 East Yellow in Helsby Public Cemetery – PC121/07.

15.
HELSBY COMMUNITY CENTRE – Security Cameras and monitor now installed.
16.
COUNCILLOR’S SURGERY – Cllr. Randles reported the following items that were discussed at the 
surgery held on 12 May that he and Cllr. Thomas attended:-


*
Encampment of Travellers in corner field by Helsby Arms Traffic Lights.

*
Previous Sunday – litter between Station Avenue Car Park and District Garage.

*
Having previously voted against the PCSO, resident now agreed that Chris had made a big 

difference in the village.


*
Local business employees seen parking vehicles in Mountain View and Kings Drive.


*
Speeding through village.


*
Police Surgeries – asked if still running.


*
Bunny Run behind Newfield Terrace – requiring a tidy up.  Clerk asked to write to all 


residents.


*
Brownies volunteering to litter pick – passed to HVAG contact.


*
Smells emanating from the Marshes – Clerk to request ‘Method Statement’ from 


Environmental Health.

*
Noise from Kemira – dealt with on the day.


16.1
Frequency of Surgeries – to keep with the monthly surgeries and that they be 



reviewed in 6 months.

17.
VALE ROYAL BOROUGH COUNCIL MATTERS


17.1
Election Expenses – councillors were reminded to send in ‘Nil Returns’ – duly noted.


17.2
Draft Supplementary Planning Documents and draft Sustainability Appraisal Public 


Consultations.  Cllr. Thomas kindly agreed to respond to the document on the Council’s 


behalf.


17.3
Launch of the new Playground Inspection Reports – Friday, 15 June at 2pm Wyvern House 

– agreed that the Clerk could attend.

17.4
To note the sad death of the previous Mayor – Cllr. Thomas attended the funeral.

17.5
The Built Environment 2006/2007 Review.  Leaflet with photographs of the various 


improvements in Frodsham and other areas in the Borough.  It was noted that the Borough 

Councillors should make the Parish Council aware of any available grants for village 


improvements.  

17.6
Rural Delivery Programme – panel being reconvened to discuss application for £165,000 


from Helsby Community Sports Club.  It was suggested that a ‘Wish List’ be sent in to the 

Borough Council.

18.
CHESHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL MATTERS


18.1
Local Government Review – Councillors were reminded to attend an information gathering 

session on 15 May when the Business and Recreation Policy Manager would do a 


presentation and answer questions. The Cheshire Association was monitoring the current 

situation and had arranged a meeting for councillors on 11 June at the Fire Brigade HQ 


where both Cheshire County Council and Chester City Council would be invited to discuss 

the options.  Cllrs. Randles, Johnson and Thomas attending.

18.2
Ince Marshes – not included in the Cheshire Waste Plan.

19.
CHESHIRE COMMUNITY COUNCIL MATTERS


19.1
The Chairman would attend the next meeting on 18 May 07.


19.2
Cllr. O’Neill had been asked to become involved with the ‘Carnegie Project’ and would be 

rewarded with a £50 voucher.  Cllr. O’Neill was already fully aware that he must declare this 

on receipt.

20.
HELSBY VILLAGE ACTION GROUP MATTERS


20.1
Christmas Party for the Over 70’s – advertised in the Helsby News.  Due to the poor 


response, the party would not go-ahead.  Clerk to write to all residents, on the list, to inform 

them of this.


20.2
Litter Pick Packs – Borough sought publicity and councillors were asked to attend a photo 

shoot at 2pm on 30 May at the Community Centre when the packs would be presented.  

20.3
Re-consultation days for Helsby residents – preparations under way.
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21.
CHESHIRE ASSOCIATION OF LOCAL COUNCILS


21.1
Cheshire LGA presentation on Gypsies and Travellers.  Cheshire Housing Needs 


Assessment would be ready next month.


21.2
Regional Spatial Strategy presentations – Inspector’s Report now available to view on 


Regional Assembly Website.

22.
CORRESPONDENCE


22.1
Cheshire County Playing Fields Association – Affiliation fees £17.00.  Proposed by Cllr. 


O’Neill, seconded by Cllr. Randles and RESOLVED – that the Council, in accordance 


with the Local Government Act 1972, s. 143, renew its membership with the Cheshire 

County Playing Fields Association for the year costing £17.00 – PC122/07.


22.2
Annual LCAS Seminar 2007 – 9.30am 28 June 07 at Winsford Civic Hall.  Clerk volunteered 

to attend.                                                                                            
23.
TRANSPORT MATTERS


23.1
New Train Timetable applicable from 19 May 07.


23.2
Ellesmere Port bus route through Helsby.  GHA Coaches now providing the service with 


‘Kneeling Buses’.

24.
PLANNING


24.1
Council’s comments (in italics) were sent in on the following new planning applications:-

07-0927-FUL
Sungarth, 25 The Rock
Dormer windows to front & rear elevation plus roof light to


No objections



side elevation.


07-1065-FUL
8 Landscape Dene
Single storey extension to rear


No objections


07-1064-FUL
1 Hallastone Road
Conservatory at rear


No objections


4/07/1133/FZ5
Hornsmill School
Single mobile classroom


No objections


07-1147-FUL
Hope Farm

Construction of agricultural garage and store


No objections


07-1161-FUL
9 Hillview Avenue
Replacement single garage


No objections


24.2
The following decisions, received from the Planning Authority, were duly noted:-


07-0447-LBC
The Old Stables, The Paddock

Grant of Listed Building Consent


07-0634-COU
Barn at Meadow Farm, L Rake Lane
Grant of Full Planning Permission


07-0670-FUL
75 Old Chester Road


same


07-0737-FUL
The Old Stables, The Paddock

same


07-0767-FUL
Ambleside, Vicarage Lane

same


24.3
Kemira GroHow – Cllr. Randles updated the Council on the information he received from the 

last Liaison Meeting held on 27 April 07.

24.4
Joint Merseyside Waste Development Plan Document – Cllr. Porter had responded to the 

consultation on the Council’s behalf recommending small recycling units and that 


Merseyside looks after its own waste products.
25.
ACCOUNTS

25.1
Internal Audit of the Council’s Accounts for Year Ending 31 March 07.  The accounts had 


been audited and no internal control weaknesses were identified.  Proposed by Cllr. Bellairs, 

seconded by Cllr. Williams and RESOLVED – that the Council, in accordance with 


Section 111 of the Local Government Act 1972, approve JDH Business Services 


invoice charge of £211.29 –PC123/07.  The Clerk was congratulated and thanked.


Proposed by Cllr. Williams, seconded by Cllr. O’Neill and RESOLVED – that the Council 

approve Section 1 – ‘Statement of accounts’ for Helsby Parish Council for the Annual 

Return of the Council’s accounts for Year Ending 31 March 07 – PC124/07.
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25.2
Annual Return for the Year Ending 31 March 07. The Clerk read out Section 2 – Annual 


Governance Statement. The Council was able to confirm a positive response to 



Questions 1-8.  Proposed by Cllr. Thomas, seconded by Cllr. Randles and RESOLVED – 

that the Council’s internal control systems were correct with respect to the council’s 

statement of accounts and that the accounts be now submitted to UHY Hacker Young 

(external auditors) for inspection – PC125/07.



25.3
Allianz Cornhill – annual insurance premium £1,544.05.  Proposed by Cllr. Randles, 


seconded by Cllr. Kerry and RESOLVED – that the Council, in accordance with Section 

140 of the Local Government Act 1972, approve payment of £1,544.05 to Allianz 


Cornhill for the annual insurance premium – PC126/07.


25.4
Cheshire County Council invoice payment for repairs/renewals/utilities re Helsby Community 

Centre.  Two invoices had been received.  One from Property Services totalling £7,074.19 

and one from County Libraries totalling £2,541.94.  On inspection there had been a 


duplication of charges and a Credit Note would be forwarded to adjust the invoice from 


Property Services totalling £851.51.  Proposed by Cllr. Kerry, seconded by Cllr. O’Neill and 

RESOLVED – that the Council, in accordance with Section 133 of the Local 



Government Act 1972 approve the invoice charges for Helsby Community Centre to 

be settled on receipt of a Credit Note – PC127/07.

25.5
Bank reconciliation.  The Chairman checked the figures against the corresponding bank 


statements and confirmed that they were correct.  Proposed by Cllr. Gardner, seconded by 

Cllr. Kerry and RESOLVED – that the bank reconciliation sheet detailing monies held in 

balances £43,138.05 be accepted as accurate with bank statements initialled by the 

Chairman – PC128/07.


25.6
Payments for April 07.  Proposed by Cllr. O’Neill, seconded by Cllr. Gardner and 



RESOLVED – that the Council, in accordance with budget provision, approved the 


following payments totalling £25,165.19 for April 07 – PC129/07.

To whom paid


Particulars of payment





Amount

Employees


April 07 – salary






  £1679.72
HM Revenue & Customs
Tax & NI for April 07





    £530.86

VRBC



Euro Bin emptying – Cemetery




    £135.16

Helsby To Hand


Advert – Councillor’s Surgeries




      £61.00

Duttons Mowerworld Limited
2 No. Single Strap Harnesses




      £19.90

Post Office Limited

United Utilities bill for QD Allotments



      £12.77

Mid-Ches. Footpath Society
Annual subs






        £8.00

ChALC



Annual subs and magazine subscription



    £832.72

VRBC



Senior Citizen Railcards





    £192.77

Allianz Cornhill Insurance plc
Premium for Parish Council




  £1544.05

Cheshire Police Authority
PSCO Funding Contribution 2007/08



£11000.00

JDH Business Services Ltd
Internal Audit fee





    £211.29

Cheshire County Council
Libraries invoice for Helsby Community Centre


  £2541.94

Cheshire County Council
Property Services invoice for Helsby Community Centre

  £6218.68

Duttons Mowerworld Limited
New parts for Honda Mower




        £7.03

Mrs Jeanette Hughes

Expenses and purchases for the Council



    £129.25

Mr Terry O’Neill


Travel expenses





      £40.05

Total:
£25,165.19

26.
MEETING DATES.   Proposed 
by Cllr. Williams, seconded by Cllr. Kerry and RESOLVED -  that 
the Council approve the meeting dates presented for the ensuing Municipal Year for 
the Council and its committees – PC130/07.

27.
DATE OF THE NEXT MEETING – Monday, 11 June 07 at 19:00 hours in Helsby Library.

The meeting closed at 21:08 hours.

Chairman’s signature…………………………………………………………..  Date………………………………..

Minutes of the Annual Meeting of the Parish Council held on 14 May 07.
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