HELSBY PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON 8TH JANUARY 2007 AT 19:00 HOURS IN HELSBY LIBRARY

PRESENT:





IN ATTENDANCE:

Cllr. Terry O’Neill – Chairman



Vale Royal Borough Councillor Prof. Les Ford

Cllr. Stuart Hulse – Vice-Chairman



Ms Sam Parker – reporter for the Chester Chronicle

Cllr. Barbara Atkinson




WPC Donna Beswick – Cheshire Constabulary

Cllr. Mike Bellairs




PCSO Chris Maddocks – Cheshire Constabulary

Cllr. Bill Foster

Cllr. Alan Gardner

Cllr. Patricia Holder

Cllr. Sam Johnson

Cllr. John Kerry

Cllr. George Porter

Cllr. Frank Thomas

Cllr. Betty Williams

CHAIRMAN’S ANNOUNCEMENTS
The Chairman wished all a ‘Happy New Year’, acknowledged the new style Helsby Newsletter that had been well received by all and thanked the new editorial staff who would be putting together the next edition with a deadline of 2nd March for inclusions.

1.
PUBLIC AIR TIME.  Proposed by Cllr. Bellairs, seconded by Cllr. Kerry and RESOLVED – that the meeting be suspended for public participation – PC01/07.


Cllr. Ford reported the following interesting items:-

· Borough Council (BC) Financial Committee was proposing a small rise of 3% in Council Tax for the ensuing fiscal year which was the lowest in a long time.  The BC had allocated £32,000 to Frodsham Forward, due to the loss of funding from government sources, so there would need to be a reduction in staffing.  Councillors expressed concern re the effects of losing Frodsham Forward as it was an excellent mechanism to draw down significant funding for the Helsby Community Sports Club (HCSC) that had reached the next stage with their application for £750K from the RDP fund.  Cllr. Ford reiterated the importance of match funding for the rebuilding programme.
· The decision on the Traveller/Gypsy Site in Towers Lane, Alvanley would probably be discussed at the February Planning Committee meeting.  The results of the ‘Draft Area Wide Consultation’ were now being studied.

· Refuse budget £3.7 million.  There may be some extension for plastics kerbside recycling for those households not already included in the scheme.

· Ince Marsh Development – rejected by the County Council.  Not yet heard from the DTI re their decision on the Incineration Plant.

Proposed by Cllr. Johnson, seconded by Cllr. Porter and RESOLVED – that Public Air Time be closed and the meeting reconvened – PC02/07.

2.
POLICE MATTERS.  

2.1
WPC Beswick and PCSO Maddocks reported the following incidents.
*
Burglary – Robin Hood Hotel.  Safe and some disco equipment stolen last Sunday afternoon.  CSI visited the crime scene but no leads as yet.

*
Ward Walks – traffic initiatives.  The Police are to undertake a Hi-Viz operation by manning the Speed Indicator Devices (SID’s), of the type that log readouts, for 1 month along Chester Road (2 mornings per week) and Robin Hood Lane (1 morning per week).  The information gathered would be passed to the Parish Council.

*
Helsby Station – evidence of vandalism.
*
Springfields – nuisance youth problem.

*
PCSO Maddocks now working independently and on opposite shift pattern to WPC Beswick.

*
Car damaged during break-in at Health Centre Car Park – Handbag stolen.
*
Car damaged opposite the Comfort Rooms as a result of a break-in.

*
Child suffered a broken-arm after being knocked over by a car along Chester Road the Wednesday before Christmas.
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2.2
Police Surgeries.  WPC Beswick and PCSO Maddocks had agreed that every Wednesday between the hours of 2-3pm in the Committee Room was the best time to hold the surgeries as both would be available to attend.  Posters would be printed and advertised widely throughout the village and it was thought not necessary to display banners.  It was agreed that the two would also attend the ‘Councillor’s Surgery’ on the 1st Saturday in the month subject to availability.  At some point in the future, the new surgeries would need to be evaluated re their effectiveness.  
2.3
Proposed Cheshire Policing Objectives for 2007/08 – short consultation.  Cllr. Johnson kindly agreed to respond to the document on the Council’s behalf.

2.4
Youths attacking people in Frodsham.  No link to known gang from Runcorn.  Over the past few weeks, Runcorn youths had been prevented from coming into the Helsby/Frodsham area by train.

The Chairman thanked WPC Beswick and PCSO Maddocks for attending and organising the recent ‘Ward 

Walk’.

3.
APOLOGIES: received and accepted from Cllrs. Randles, Gilson and Crossley-Jones.
4.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST: none.

5.
MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING HELD ON 11TH DECEMBER 06.  Proposed by Cllr. Hulse, seconded by Cllr. Bellairs and RESOLVED – that the minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 11th December 06 be accepted as an accurate record and duly signed by the Chairman – PC03/07.

6.
MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES


6.1
Request to Network Rail for disabled access to Helsby Station – still awaiting a response.

6.2
Meeting with Chief Inspector Brian Roberts to discuss points in PCSO ‘Service Level Agreement’ arranged for 31st Jan 07 at Northwich Police Station - Cllrs. O’Neill and Hulse attending.  Cllrs. Hulse and Johnson would also attend a meeting arranged by ChALC on the evening of 9th Jan. in Middlewich Town Council offices to discuss PCSO’s.

6.3
New procedures for staff – distributed and acknowledged.

7.
MINUTES OF THE HEALTH & SAFETY COMMITTEE MEETING HELD ON 13TH DEC 06 -  Cllr. Gardner presented the minutes.  Proposed by Cllr. Gardner, seconded by Cllr. Hulse and RESOLVED – that the minutes of the Health & Safety Committee meeting held on 13th Dec 06 be received and the recommendations agreed – PC04/07.
8.
MINUTES OF THE ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE MEETING HELD ON 13TH DEC 06 – Cllr. Hulse presented the minutes that included the following recommendation:-
8.1
Village Maps.  Proposed by Cllr. Hulse, seconded by Cllr. Gardner and RESOLVED – to grant permission to Cllrs. O’Neill and Hulse to investigate the purchase of a ‘Copper Plate Map’ for the village – PC05/07.

Proposed by Cllr. Hulse, seconded by Cllr. Gardner and RESOLVED – that the minutes of the 

Environment Committee meeting held on 13th Dec 06 be received and the recommendations agreed – 

PC06/07.

9.
MINUTES OF THE PARKS, CEMETERY AND ALLOTMENTS COMMITTEE MEETING HELD ON 13TH DEC 06 – Cllr. Foster presented the minutes in the absence of Cllr. Gilson that included the following recommendations:-

9.1
New Allotment Tenancies.  Proposed by Cllr. Foster, seconded by Cllr. Bellairs and RESOLVED – that the following Helsby residents be granted ‘Allotment Tenancies’ for the Queens Drive site with immediate effect:-
Mrs Beverley Marsh 
–
Plot 12





Ms Nesta Jones

-
Plot 10




Ms Allison Pye

-
Plot   1





Mr Ian Cargill

-
Plot   9


PC07/07.

9.2
Purchase of trees.  Proposed by Cllr. Foster, seconded by Cllr. Hulse and RESOLVED – that the Council, in accordance with the Parish Councils and Burial Authorities (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1970, s.1, purchase 4 trees through the Borough Council’s ‘Tree Planting Scheme’ for Helsby Public Cemetery – PC08/07.
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9.3
‘Alcohol Free Zone’ – Children’s Play Area.  Proposed by Cllr. Foster, seconded by Cllr. Hulse and RESOLVED – that the Council start the process of designating the Children’s Play Area an ‘Alcohol Free Zone’ – PC09/07.  This will allow the PCSO to issue ‘Fixed Penalty Notices’ to persons found to be drinking alcohol in the Children’s Play Area.
9.4
Use of Parish Field.  Proposed by Cllr. Foster, seconded by Cllr. Hulse and RESOLVED – to grant permission (conditionally) to the Borough Council for the use of the Parish Field for 1 week in August 07 – PC10/07.  Field to be used for the ‘Summer Play Scheme’ organised by the Borough.
9.5
Equipment Maintenance.  Proposed by Cllr. Foster, seconded by Cllr. Johnson and RESOLVED – that the Council, in accordance with the Local Government Act 1972, s.111, use Duttons Mowerworld for the annual maintenance  of the Council’s equipment costing £138.48 which includes collection, labour and VAT – PC11/07.

10.
MINUTES OF THE FINANCE COMMITTEE MEETING HELD ON 3RD JAN 07 – Cllr. Hulse presented the minutes in the absence of Cllr. Gilson that included the following recommendations:-

10.1
Precept request.  Cllr. Hulse gave a short speech to justify the recommended precept request of £60K.  Proposed by Cllr. Hulse, seconded by Cllr. Gardner and RESOLVED – that the Council issue a precept request to the Borough Council for £60,000 for the Financial Year 1st April 07 to 31st March 08 – PC12/07.  It was agreed that an article be written and included in the next edition of the Helsby Newsletter explaining that the precept request had been well thought out and prudent.
10.2
High Interest Deposit Bond - £25,000.  The committee had recommended re-investment for 6 months with HSBC until subsequent information had been brought to the Council’s attention that the Co-op might be offering a better rate of interest.  Proposed by Cllr. Hulse, seconded by Cllr. Thomas and RESOLVED – that the Council delegate the decision for the re-investment of  £25K to the Clerk who would ensure the best deal – PC13/07.

10.3
Amendment to Insurance Schedule and Assets Register.  Proposed by Cllr. Hulse, seconded by Cllr. Holder and RESOLVED – to remove the 10 No. Litter Bins and 5 No. Flower Pots, valued at £6,201.45 in total, from the Insurance Schedule and Assets Register with immediate effect – PC14/07.  The new Litter Bins in Helsby belonged to the Borough Council and the 5 Flower Pots would shortly be removed and disposed of.
Proposed by Cllr. Hulse, seconded by Cllr. Foster and RESOLVED – that the minutes of the Finance

Committee meeting held on 3rd Jan 07 be received and all recommendations contained therein agreed –
PC15/07.

11.
BURIAL GRANTS: none.

12.
HELSBY COMMUNITY CENTRE: no matters reported.

13.
COUNCILLOR’S SURGERY:  Cllrs. Hulse, Foster and Holder attended and reported that one Helsby resident was present.  It was suggested that public attendance at the surgeries be monitored to test the feasibility of holding the monthly surgeries.

14.
Helsby Entertainments and Events Group.  Cllr. Kerry reported that the next production of the Cheshire Rural Touring Network was a rural cabaret entitled ‘Three Men in a Bow Tie’ to be held in the Community Centre on the evening of 10th March 07.  Proposed by Cllr. Kerry, seconded by Cllr. Atkinson and RESOLVED – to grant permission to the Helsby Entertainments and Events Group to place a banner advertising the production on the Children’s Park railings – PC16/07.  

15.
VALE ROYAL BOROUGH COUNCIL MATTERS

15.1
Annual Parish Conference to be held on Wednesday, 28th February 07 at 5pm onwards at Wyvern House. Cllrs. O’Neill, Hulse, Atkinson and Thomas kindly agreed to attend.
15.2
Frodsham Forward.  Councillors expressed their concern re the loss of funding for Frodsham Forward which would ultimately mean a loss in staffing levels and it was hoped that the Borough Council had others funding sources to keep the Project Manager in post.

16.
CHESHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL MATTERS

16.1
Annual Town & Parish Councils’ Conference – evening of Wednesday, 14th March 07 at Winsford Civic Hall.  Cllrs. O’Neill, Hulse and Thomas kindly agreed to attend.
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17.
CHESHIRE COMMUNITY MATTERS

17.1
Launch of the new RSCP (Rural Social & Community Programme) Community Safety Challenge looking to fund 3 projects up to £10K each in Cheshire.  Cllr. Porter took the documentation and would investigate local schemes that could benefit through funding from this source.

18.
CHESHIRE ASSOCIATION OF LOCAL COUNCILS

18.1
Rural White Paper – Cllr. Thomas updated the members on progress.  The ‘Lyons Report’ had been delivered to the Chancellor of the Exchequer, if passed; Parish Council’s could receive revenue directly from the government. 

18.2
Quality Councils.  The Council was advised by Cllr. Thomas to be vigilant for funding schemes and to have a scheme ready to submit if a funding pot was opened up for Quality Councils.

19.
TRANSPORT MATTERS


19.1
New Rail Timetable – includes Saturday and Sunday’s.

20.
PLANNING


20.1
Council’s comments (in italics) were noted for the following new planning applications:-


06-1805-FUM
Former BICC Site
Additional info. re environment assessment and landscaping for


No objections



the Extra-Care Retirement Facility.


06-2067-FUL
5 Coppins Close

Amended application for a loft conversion with dormer windows


No objections



to front and rear.


06-2202-FUL
6 The Beeches

Two storey extension and alterations (resubmission).


No objections on the condition that the Borough Council agreed it was permitted development


06-2239-FUL
11 Primrose Lane

Single storey extension to rear and side.


No objections


20.2
The Council duly noted the following decisions received from the Planning Authority:-



06-1970-FUL
3 Bank House Lane

Approved


06-2001-FUL
Hillside County Primary School
Approved


06-2067-FUL
5 Coppins Close


Approved


20.3
The Council duly noted the following appeal decision received from the Planning Inspectorate:-


APP/L0635/A/06/2022360

8 Old Chester Road
Appeal dismissed

20.4
Quinn Glass – the decision from the Public Enquiry was expected to be received by Feb 07 – factory still in production.  Cllrs. O’Neill and Thomas had each received 2 bottles of wine from Quinn Glass for attendance at the Liaison meetings – both had declared the gift which had been entered in their ‘Declaration of Interest’ register.
21.
DONATION REQUESTS – Council discussed the following:-

21.1
 Neuro Muscular Centre – Winsford ‘2006 Christmas Appeal’.  Proposed by Cllr. Hulse, seconded by Cllr. Williams and RESOLVED – that the Council, in accordance with its powers under Section 137 of the Local Government Act 1972, should incur the following expenditure which, in the opinion of the council, is in the interest of the area or its inhabitants and will benefit them in a manner commensurate with the expenditure to donate the sum of £100 to the Neuro Muscular Centre of Winsford – PC17/07.

21.2
Vale Royal ‘Citizens Advice Bureau’.  Proposed by Cllr. Hulse, seconded by Cllr. Foster and RESOLVED – that the Council, in accordance with its powers under Section 137 of the Local Government Act 1972, should incur the following expenditure which, in the opinion of the council, is in the interest of the area or its inhabitants and will benefit them in a manner commensurate with the expenditure to donate the sum of £50 to Vale Royal ‘Citizens Advice Bureau’ – PC18/07.
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22.
ACCOUNTS

22.1
Purchase of Floral Display costing £30 for ladies 100th Birthday gift (plus balance owing of £5 from previous order) totalling £35.00.  Proposed by Cllr. Kerry, seconded by Cllr. Atkinson and RESOLVED – that the Council, in accordance with the Local Government Act 1972, ss 15(5) and 34(5), approve the purchase of a Floral Display costing £30 and £5 owing from previous order – PC19/07.

22.2
Bank reconciliation – circulated for approval.  The Chairman checked the figures against the corresponding bank statements and confirmed that they were correct.  Proposed by Cllr. Hulse, seconded by Cllr. Porter and RESOLVED – that the bank reconciliation sheet detailing moneys held in balances totalling £54,358.36 be accepted as accurate and that bank statements be initialled by the Chairman – PC20/07.
22.3
Accounts for December 06/early January 07 – circulated for approval.  Proposed by Cllr. Hulse, seconded by Cllr. Johnson and RESOLVED – that the Council, in accordance with budget provision, approved the following payments totalling £2,969.91 for December 06/early January 07 – PC21/07.
To whom paid


Particulars of payment




Amount £

Employees


Salaries for December 2006



1,508.73

Inland Revenue


Tax & National Insurance for December 2006

   491.94

SLCC



Clerk’s annual subscription for membership – 2007

   120.00

W H Evans & Sons Limited
Print costs – Helsby Newsletter Issue 39


   348.00

Mrs Jeanette Hughes

Engraving of trophy




     12.00

Mrs E Griffiths


Floral display for 100th B’day plus £5 balance owing

     35.00

Post Office Limited

BT phone – Community Centre



     48.72

Post Office Limited

BT phone – Clerk





   116.13

Phoenix Business Systems

Purchase of 2 No. Toner cartridges for photocopier

     65.33

Mr Frank Thomas

Re-issue of travel expenses for Sept. 06


     15.81





Previous cheque presumed lost and cancelled with Nat West

Phoenix Business Systems

Call out and replacement part for photocopier

     88.25

VRBC



Course fees – Helsby News editorial staff training

   120.00

Total:
£2,969.91

23.
DATE OF THE NEXT MEETING: Monday, 12th February 07 at 19:00 hours in Helsby Library.

24.
EXCLUSION OF THE PRESS AND PUBLIC.  Proposed by Cllr. Thomas, seconded by Cllr. Bellairs and RESOLVED – that the press and public be excluded from the meeting for the following item on the grounds that it involves the likely disclosure of exempt information as defined in Paragraphs 7, 8, 9 and 12 of Schedule 12A of the Local Government Act 1972 – PC22/07.

PART B

25.
Confidential Item to discuss funding the Police Community Support Officer.  Proposed by Cllr. O’Neill, seconded by Cllr. Porter and RESOLVED – that the Council, in accordance with the Local Government Act 1972, Section 139 (power to accept goods, property or money) write to all shops and businesses in Helsby with a request for a contribution towards the costs of the Police Community Support Officer – PC23/07.


Proposed by Cllr. Bellairs, seconded by Cllr. Atkinson and RESOLVED – to come out of Part B.

The meeting closed at 20:10 hours.








Chairman’s signature…..................................................







Date ……………………………………………………..

Page 219

Minutes of the Helsby Parish Council meeting held on 8th January 2007. 
