HELSBY PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON 11 JUNE 07 AT 19:00 HOURS IN HELSBY LIBRARY

PRESENT:

Cllr. Stuart Hulse – Chairman

Cllr. Mike Bellairs

Cllr. Sylvia Crossley-Jones

Cllr. Bill Foster



Cllr. Alan Gardner

Cllr. Mark Gilson

Cllr. Patricia Holder


Cllr. John Kerry


Cllr. Terry O’Neill

Cllr. George Porter


Cllr. Betty Williams

IN ATTENDANCE:

Mr A Neild – resident


WPC Donna Beswick

PCSO Debbie Netherton

Vale Royal Borough Councillor Alan McKie

CHAIRMAN’S ANNOUNCEMENTS

The Chairman thanked all for attending and reported that Rev. Margaret Saville had offered to be the Parish Chaplin to attend Council meetings to perform the Blessing before the meetings started.  Proposed by Cllr. O’Neill, seconded by Cllr. Holder and RESOLVED – that the Council contact Rev. Saville (St. Paul’s Church) and Rev. Holt (Methodist Church) to ask if they would be prepared to share the position of Parish Chaplin – PC132/07.  
The Chairman went on to add that the Clerk was off 13 – 14 June.
1.
PUBLIC AIR TIME – proposed by Cllr. Kerry, seconded by Cllr. Crossley-Jones and RESOLVED – 
that the meeting be suspended for public participation – PC133/07.


The following was brought to the Council’s attention:-

· Litter – Parish Council was aware of the problem at the High School.

· Speeding Traffic – suggested targeting motorists with Speed Indicator Device – action WPC Beswick.

· Planning applications – matter for VRBC

· Compensation to local business on a planning matter – noted.

Proposed by Cllr. Foster, seconded by Cllr. O’Neill and RESOLVED – that Public Air Time be closed and the meeting reconvened – PC134/07.

2.
POLICE MATTERS


2.1
WPC Beswick reported the following:-



*
Fire at Ex-Serviceman’s Club – not malicious.  Caused by overheated fan in 



Snooker Room.  Club closed until further notice.



*
Local youths arrested for BB Gun incidents in village.


*
Operation at Tesco Car Park to stop anti-social use of vehicles.


*
Shed break-ins.



*
PCSO developing ‘Shop-Watch’ scheme.



*
WPC Beswick attending course to learn how to operate the police ‘Radar Gun’.


*
Car Parking – improving.  Garage owner approached by VRBC to prevent parking 


vehicles for sale on the road/lay-by.



The Chairman thanked WPC Beswick for attending.


2.2
Police Forums – consultation meeting to review effectiveness at Constabulary HQ on 13 


June at 18:30 hours – Cllrs. Hulse and Johnson attending and would ask for the resumption 

of Forums in Frodsham.  

3.
APOLOGIES: received and accepted from Cllrs. Atkinson, Johnson, Randles and Thomas. Cllrs. 
 
Cousins and Ford also sent in apologies for non attendance.

4.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST.  Cllrs. Crossley-Jones, Gilson and O’Neill declared interest in Item 
15.1 as Governors of Hillside School.
Page 265







Chairman’s initial ……………..

5.
MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 14 MAY 07.  Proposed by Cllr. Williams, seconded by Cllr. 
Bellairs and RESOLVED – that the minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 14 May 07 be 
accepted as an accurate record and duly signed by the Chairman – PC135/07.

6.
MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MEETING HELD ON 14 MAY 07.


6.1
Bunny Run behind Newfield Terrace – all residents had received ‘Hedge and Tree 


Notice’ and hedges had been cut back. 
7.
MINUTES OF THE EXTRAORDINARY MEETING HELD ON 21 MAY 07.  Proposed by Cllr. Kerry, 
seconded by Cllr. Foster and RESOLVED – that the minutes of the Extraordinary Meeting held 
on 21 May 07 be accepted as an accurate record and duly signed by the Chairman – 
PC136/07.

8.
MATTERS ARISING FROM THE EXTRAORDINARY MEETING HELD ON 21 MAY 07.


8.1
Helsby Recreational Area – Groundwork agreed to fully fund their professional fees totalling 

£4,790 for Stage 2 – Fundraising as confirmed by letter dated 22 May 07.  It was agreed that 

the Council (through the Helsby Village Action Group) would still submit an application to the 

Rural Social and Community Programme for £2395 which was 50% of the fees.

9.
MINUTES OF THE HEALTH & SAFETY COMMITTEE MEETING HELD ON 21 MAY 07.


Cllr. Gardner presented the minutes that included the following recommendation:-


9.1
Private Drain – proposed by Cllr. Gardner, seconded by Cllr. O’Neill and RESOLVED – to 

involve Highways and Environmental Health to resolve the situation with a private 


drain spilling out onto Lower Rake Lane – PC137/07.


9.2
Springy Toy – Children’s Park.  Tools obtained to enable General Assistants to undertake 

repairs.

10.
MINUTES OF THE ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE MEETING HELD ON 21 MAY 07.


Cllr. O’Neill presented the minutes that included the following recommendations:-


10.1
Lighting – Sandstone Bridge.  RESOLVED – that the Council accept the quote from KDE 

Limited for £8399 excl VAT to install lighting on the Sandstone Bridge and that the 


matter be now passed to the Finance Committee to discuss financing the scheme – 

PC138/07.


10.2
Village Centre Parking – RESOLVED – to arrange a meeting with Highways to discuss 

village centre parking – PC139/07.


10.3
Old Helsby Photographs – RESOLVED – to contact Compass Computers with a request 

that they copy all the old photographs to be digitised and placed on a website – 


PC140/07.  The owner of the photographs had given permission for them to be copied.  


Clerk to contact Frodsham and District Historical Society to ask if the photos could be 


included in their project. 

10.4
Slither of land opposite Co-op.  RESOLVED – to contact Brookhouse and Persimmon to 

request a meeting to discuss the area opposite the Co-op – PC141/07.

11.
MINUTES OF THE HUMAN RESOURCES COMMITTEE MEETING HELD ON 04 JUNE 07.  Cllr. 
Bellairs presented the minutes that included the following recommendations:-

11.1
Contract of Employment.  Proposed by Cllr. Bellairs, seconded by Cllr. Foster and 


RESOLVED – that the ‘Contract of Employment’ with addition of Paternity Rights and 

Adoption Rights be adopted by the Council for its employees (Clerk not included) – 

PC142/07.


11.2
Merit Rises – proposed by Cllr. Bellairs, seconded by Cllr. Foster and RESOLVED – that 


the Council keep the status quo and that merit rises would not be awarded – 


PC143/07.


11.3
Staff Appraisal – proposed by Cllr. Bellairs, seconded by Cllr. Foster and RESOLVED – that 

Cllrs. Hulse, Johnson and O’Neill be appointed to undertake the Clerk’s staff appraisal 

– PC144/07.

12.
BURIAL GRANTS

12.1
No new grants received.


12.2
Request for refund – Plot A4 Cremated Remains Area.  Proposed by Cllr. O’Neill, seconded 

by Cllr. Foster and RESOLVED – that the Council refund £125 to Mr Len Norbury for the 

unused Plot A4 – Cremated Remains Area – PC145/07.
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13.
HELSBY COMMUNITY CENTRE


13.1
Periodic Inspection Report – work highlighted in the report.  To be discussed under Part B – 

Confidential Item No. 26.

13.2
Security Cameras.  Council agreed to pay invoice £1733.13 received from CSS and to 


invoice Helsby Community Association in the normal way.  Cheshire Libraries agreed to pay 

£450, to the Parish Council, towards installation costs. 

13.3
New Notice Boards – a lady had passed on and bequeathed between £500 - £1,000 for the 

purchase of a commemorative item.  Proposed by Cllr. O’Neill, seconded by Cllr. Kerry and 

RESOLVED – that approval be given to install new Notice Boards for the foyer of 


Helsby 
Community Centre/Library to be purchased out of money bequeathed  from a 

resident – PC146.07.  Clerk to assist Librarian on this matter.

14.
VALE ROYAL BOROUGH COUNCIL


14.1
Area Meetings at Frodsham Community Centre – 11 July, 31 Oct 07, 20 Feb 08 starting at 

19:00 hours – duly noted.

14.2
Equestrian and Equine Developments and Activities: Proposed by Cllr. Williams, seconded 

by Cllr. Bellairs and RESOLVED – that Cllr. Crossley-Jones attends the 



Supplementary Planning Document – Focus Group for Parish and Town Councils on 

04 July at 18:00 hours in Committee Room 1 – PC147/07.

14.3
Streetscene Team – invitation to presentation at Winsford Civic Hall on Friday, 22 June 07 at 

6.30pm – Cllr. O’Neill attending.  Council compared the disappointing level of service Helsby 

received in comparison with Frodsham and it was proposed by Cllr. O’Neill, seconded by 


Cllr. Kerry and RESOLVED – that meetings be arranged with Borough Council staffs to 

discuss ‘Service Level Agreements’ when there is a problem – PC148/07.


It was noted that Frodsham Forward had obtained a grant of £99,000 to pursue a further 


grant of £1.2 million for Castle Park.  Credit was given to Cllr. Thomas who, from the outset, 

stressed the importance of giving Frodsham Forward an Action Plan.

14.4
Sustainability Appraisal Scoping Report Re-Consultation concerning 4 other Town and 


Parish Councils – duly noted.

15.
CHESHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL MATTERS

15.1
Proposal to install a ‘Puffin Crossing’ on A56 Chester Road adjacent to Hillside School.  


Proposed by Cllr. Foster, seconded by Cllr. O’Neill and RESOLVED – that the Council 


agree to the proposal to install a Puffin Crossing on A56 Chester Road and to suggest 

to the County Council that barrier railings be installed on either side of the road to 


ensure people use the crossing – PC149/07.

16.
COUNCILLOR’S SURGERY – Cllr. O’Neill reported items that were discussed at the surgery held on 
02 June that he and Cllrs. Hulse and Gilson attended.  

*
A resident from Portland Place thanked the Parish Council for their part in getting brambles 

removed.

*
Other matters dealt with at the meeting.

17.
CHESHIRE COMMUNITY COUNCIL MATTERS

17.1
The Chairman reported the following:-



*
Mrs Vivian Ellis leaving post in November.



*
Cheshire Community Council assessed by ACRE – passed at Level 2.  Could 



achieve maximum award Level 3 at next assessment.



*
DEFRA and Rural Communities in talks as to who will run Community Councils.



*
Looking at changing Logo


17.2
Helsby Station – Rural Social Enterprise Project.  The Rural Officer had been invited to 


attend a meeting with the support group.
18.
CHESHIRE ASSOCIATION OF LOCAL COUNCIL


18.1
Area Meeting – Thursday, 14 June at 7pm.  Cllrs. Hulse and Thomas attending.


18.2
Expansion of Extranet to include Quality Councils – training.  Proposed by Cllr. O’Neill, 


seconded by Cllr. Crossley-Jones and RESOLVED – that the Clerk attends training on 

the Extranet for Quality Councils – PC150/07.


18.3
Advanced notification of ‘Northern Quality Counts’ conference in Nov 07 costing £65 per 


attendee.  Cllrs. Hulse and O’Neill expressed interest in attending and Council agreed to 


register this with ChALC.
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18.4
Local Government Review (LGR) – the Chairman reported the following:


*
Cheshire County Council campaigning for single unitary authority.



*
Chester City Council, backed by Congleton, Vale Royal and Macclesfield 



Borough Councils, supporting two unitary authorities i.e. East and West Cheshire.



*
Crewe & Nantwich plus Congleton Borough Councils want improved status quo.



*
Helsby Parish Councillors met with representative from Cheshire County Council to 

*
discuss LGR.



Proposed by Cllr. O’Neill, seconded by Cllr. Crossley-Jones and RESOLVED – that Helsby 

Parish Council supports one unitary authority for Cheshire – PC151/07.  Clerk to write 

to DCLG before deadline of 22nd June 07 with Council’s decision.
19.
CORRESPONDENCE


19.1
Congleton Borough Council – seeking support for 3 tiers governing Cheshire – duly noted.


19.2
Helsby Village Action Group – invitations to Re-Consultations events taking place in July.  

Councillors were encouraged to attend one of the sessions.

20.
TRANSPORT MATTERS


20.1
GH & A Group registered buses on the 36 route (Ellesmere Port) using two ‘Kneeling’ buses.


20.2
Concessionary Travel – the Chairman reported the following:-



*
Bus Pass a statutory right for the over 60’s.



*
Some areas allowing concessionary rates for bus and rail travel.



*
Cheshire County Council purchase Rail Passes for £12 each and sells them to the 


Borough Councils for the same amount.


* 
Helsby residents pay £8 for a rail card.  The Parish Council pays the remaining £4.



* 
Residents in VRBC told they cannot have both rail and bus passes.



Proposed by Cllr. O’Neill, seconded by Cllr. Kerry and RESOLVED – to seek clarification 

from the Borough as to the reasoning behind not allowing the over 60’s 



concessionary travel for rail and bus – PC152/07.

21.
PLANNING


21.1
Parish Council’s comments (in italics) were sent into the Planning Authority for the following 

new planning applications:-


07-1158-FUL
7 Sherwood Grove
Replacement conservatory



07-1236-FUL
5 Orchard Place
Single storey extension



07-1423-FUL
76 Latham Avenue
Rear extension to garage


07-1090-FUL
22 Hillview Avenue
Conservatory and workshop



No objections to any of the above planning applications


21.2
The following decisions, received from the Planning Authority, were duly noted:-



07-0638-FUL
8 Lodge Hollow


Grant of full planning permission



07-0703-COU
Helsby Methodist Church
same



07-1064-FUL
1 Hallastone Road

same



07-1065-FUL
8 Landscape Dene

same



07-1161-FUL
9 Hillview Avenue

same


21.3
Notification of enforcement appeal – land at Towers Lane, Alvanley – duly noted.


21.4
Planning application 07-0705-COU for 111 Chester Road – withdrawn.


21.5
Illuminated signs – Railway Inn Car Park – Clerk to chase planning enforcement to 


remove signs.


21.6
Helsby Park Homes – noted that current owner was using the space, that had recently 


obtained permission for car parking, to store scrap caravans – Clerk to raise the matter 


with planning enforcement.

22.
DONATION REQUEST – received from the Vale Royal branch of the Alzheimer’s Society for 
financial support towards their running costs.  Proposed by Cllr. Porter, seconded by Cllr. Kerry and 
RESOLVED – that the Council, in accordance with its powers under Section 137 of the Local 
Government Act 1972, should incur the following expenditure which, in the opinion of the 
Council, is in the interest of the area or its inhabitants and will benefit them in a manner 
commensurate with the expenditure to donate the sum of £75 to the Vale Royal branch of the 
Alzheimer’s Society – PC153/07.
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23.
ACCOUNTS


23.1
KDE Limited - invoices for the Helsby Community Centre.  Proposed by Cllr. O’Neill, 


seconded by Kerry and RESOLVED – that the Council, in accordance with Section 133 

of the Local Government Act 1972 approved the two invoices received from KDE 


Limited for £102.14 and £411.25 for work undertaken in Helsby Community Centre – 

PC154/07.

23.2
Bank Reconciliation – the Chairman checked the figures against the corresponding bank 


statements and confirmed that they were correct.  Proposed by Cllr. O’Neill, seconded by 

Cllr. Gardner and RESOLVED – that the bank reconciliation sheet detailing monies held 

in balances totalling £39,656.57 be accepted as accurate with bank statements 


initialled by the Chairman – PC155/07.


23.3
Payments for May 07 – proposed by Cllr. Williams, seconded by Cllr. Kerry and RESOLVED 

– that the Council, in accordance with budget provision, approved the following 


payments totalling £8,300.72 for May 07 – PC156/07.


To whom paid


Particulars of payment




Amount £


Employees


Salaries for May 07




1,811.44


HM Revenue & Customs
Tax & NI for May 07




   480.54  


KDE Limited


Periodic electrical inspection – Community Centre
   411.25
KDE Limited


Install electrical socket




   102.14
Complete Security Services
Installation of CCTV to Helsby Community Centre
1,733.13
Ches. Playing Fields Assoc.
Annual subscription




     17.00
Broxap Limited


Purchase and supply of 2 No. Fingerpost Signs

3,423.95
Post Office Limited

Electric bill for Helsby Community Centre

   142.22
Mrs Jeanette Hughes

Purchase of postage stamps



     58.00
Mr John Robotham

Travel expenses and various purchases for the Council
   121.05
24.
DATE OF THE NEXT MEETING – Monday, 09 July 07 at 19:00 hours in Helsby Library.

25.
EXCLUSION OF THE PRESS AND PUBLIC – proposed by Cllr. O’Neill, seconded by Cllr. Bellairs
and RESOLVED – that the press and public be excluded from the meeting for the following 
item on the grounds that it involves the likely disclosure of exempt information as defined in 
Paragraphs 7, 8, 9 and 12 of Schedule 12a of the Local Government Act 1972 – PC157/07.


PART B

26.
CONFIDENTIAL ITEM


Helsby Community Centre.  The Periodic Inspection Report required for the licence of the centre, 
highlighted, in order of priority, items requiring attention and the Council discussed quotes received 
from local electrical contractors.


Proposed by Cllr. O’Neill, seconded by Cllr. Bellairs and RESOLVED – that the Council, in 

accordance with Section 133 of the Local Government Act 1972, approved the quotation of 
£2,846 (excl VAT) received from Centralserve Limited to undertake the remedial electrical 
works in Helsby Community Centre – PC158/07.

The meeting closed at 20.45 hours.

Chairman’s signature……………………………………………… Date ……………………………………….
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Minutes of the Helsby Parish Council meeting held on 11 June 07
