HELSBY PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON 12TH FEBRUARY 07 AT 19:00 HOURS IN HELSBY LIBRARY

PRESENT:





IN ATTENDANCE:

Cllr. Terry O’Neill – Chairman



PCSO Chris Maddocks – Local Constabulary

Cllr. Barbara Atkinson




Ms Sam Parker – Reporter for the Chester Chronicle

Cllr. Sylvia Crossley-Jones



Ms Anne Boyd

Cllr. Alan Gardner




Project Manager – Frodsham Forward

Cllr. Mark Gilson







Cllr. Patricia Holder

Cllr. Sam Johnson

Cllr. Frank Thomas

Cllr. Betty Williams

CHAIRMAN’S ANNOUNCEMENTS – The Chairman gave special thanks to resident Mr John Whitley for donating a number of aerial photographs of Helsby taken by Mr Stuart Minshull in 1983.  The Chairman went on to introduce Ms Boyd who had been invited to give a presentation.

PRESENTATION BY MS ANNE BOYD ON ‘WEAVER VALLEY REGIONAL PARK SIGNAGE’ - a 15-year project focused on regeneration and to encourage investment into the area sponsored by the Tourist Board.  Proposed signage demarking Helsby and Frodsham as the Northern Gateway to the park which Frodsham Forward would fund  by purchasing and installing the sign.  The new sign would be strapped underneath the existing Helsby gateway sign at the southerly point of the village.  The Council agreed in principal and asked that the sign be entitled ‘Northern Gateway to Weaver Valley Regional Park’ with colour and lettering to match existing.
The Chairman thanked Ms Boyd for attending and Ms Boyd responded by thanking the Council for their help in supporting the Frodsham Forward staff.

1.
PUBLIC AIR TIME – proposed by Cllr. Atkinson, seconded by Cllr. Gardner and RESOLVED – that the meeting be suspended for public participation – PC24/07.


There being no matters brought to the attention of the Council, it was proposed by Cllr. Gardner, seconded by Cllr. Crossley-Jones and RESOLVED – that Public Air Time be closed and the meeting reconvened – PC25/07.

2.
POLICE MATTERS


2.1
PCSO Chris Maddocks reported the following:-


*
Marsh Lane Travellers not involved in the recent violent altercation in a Public House in Frodsham.

*
Nuisance Youths – all quiet last weekend.  Drunken 13 year-old girl taken home.  Youths coming into Helsby from Blacon, Ellesmere Port and Elton believed to have caused the disturbance the previous weekend.

*
One youth identified for an ‘Acceptable Behaviour Contract’.

*
Resurrection of Homewatch Team.  Cllr. Thomas agreed to become the Area Co-ordinator.  PCSO Maddocks was recruiting Co-ordinators from estates/roads in Helsby and was working closely with Liz Biddle.  
*
Homewatch bulletins being placed on HVAG Website along with Inspector Hodgson’s weekly reports.

*
Road traffic collision involving an 11 year-old male who received minor injuries.  PCSO Maddocks, along with the assistance of Special Constables, will be looking at parking around Helsby High School with a view to targeting the area.  The ‘Walking Bus Scheme’ was being pursued by the County Council for the 2 Primary Schools.
*
Blue Van with occupants acting in a suspicious manner - Proffits Lane.  PCSO Maddocks was notified and patrolled the area but had nothing further to report.
*
The Automatic Number Plate Recognition Team was out and 1 person was arrested.  SID (measuring motorists speed) data was now being analysed.

*
Number of vehicle crimes involving Vauxhall Corsers – being stolen by a gang from Liverpool.

*
4 Village Half-Marathon – not as much disruption to motorway and surrounding area thought due to successful Park-&-Ride operation from Motorway Service Station.
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2.2
PCSO Service Level Agreement.  The Chairman had recently met with Chief Inspector Brian Roberts to iron out issues raised.  The TUPE clause had to stay in and the minimum notice period was 12 months unless a serious breach occurred on either side.  Proposed by Cllr. Williams, seconded by Cllr. Crossley-Jones and RESOLVED – that the Chairman and Clerk sign the Service Level Agreement and by so doing, commit the Council to the annual cost of £11,000 in accordance with the Local Government and Ratings Act 1997, s.31 – PC26/07.

2.3
Homewatch – it was agreed that PCSO Maddocks would be an asset to get the scheme going again.  Electronic mail would be of benefit to communicate information widely.

2.4
Community Safety Action Group – the Chairman reported the following:-

*
DPPO (banning of alcohol in the Children’s Park) would be pursued, on the Council’s behalf, by Mr Steve Newson. 

*
Increase in crime – persons coming in from outside the area.

*
Initiative for local youth – ‘Games Competition’.  Inspector Hodgson was looking for sponsorship from Sony.

2.5
Police Forum – Tarporley.  Cllrs. Thomas and Johnson reported the following:-



*
‘Operation Archangel’ – initiative to raise awareness of alcohol abuse.



*
Helsby Parish Council received a lot of praise and was regarded as a ‘Beacon Council’.

Councillors attending raised concern that none of the forums were being held locally and so it was proposed by Cllr. Thomas, seconded by Cllr. Johnson and RESOLVED – that the Council write to the Chief Executive of the Police Authority to request that a Forum be held in Frodsham in 2007 – PC27/07.

3.
APOLOGIES – received and accepted from Cllrs. Bellairs, Foster, Hulse, Kerry, Porter and Randles.

4.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST


Cllr. Williams declared a personal interest in Item 18 as a member of the WI.
Cllr.  O’Neill declared a personal interest in Item 17.1 Planning Application No. 07-0183-FUL as neighbour to the applicant.

5.
MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING HELD ON 8TH JANUARY 07.  
Proposed by Cllr. Williams, seconded by Cllr. Thomas and RESOLVED – that the minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 8th January 07 be accepted as an accurate record and duly signed by the Chairman – PC28/07.


Cllr. Thomas reported that an issue had been raised relating to the previous minutes when a Vale Royal Borough Councillor confirmed the Borough Council’s funding figure for Frodsham Forward in the ensuing fiscal year resulting in possible job losses prior to notice being given to staff. A meeting of Frodsham Forward Executive Committee had taken place to discuss the official statement received from the Borough Council.  Ms Boyd would now be working half-a-week for Frodsham Forward and the rest of the week for the Borough Council.  The other two staff in FF had been informed that their jobs would be secure for 12 months.
6.
MATTERS ARISING FROM THE PREVIOUS MINUTES

6.1
Network Rail – request for disabled access to Helsby Station.  The Station was not regarded as a priority for the installation of disabled access.  Cllr. Thomas was able to report that ARRIVA had agreed that, as long as prior notice was received, ARRIVA would taxi any disabled passengers to and from Frodsham Station for mid-week travel only.  This information would appear in the next edition of the Helsby News.
6.2
Shops & Businesses in Helsby – request for grant towards costs involved with employing a PCSO.  The Council had received a fabulous response with £1,400 already received and banked and a further £2,750 promised.  

6.3
HSBC High Interest Deposit Bond - £25K due to mature on 14th Feb 07.  Council discussed the proposal to invest the money for 6-months with the Co-op as they offered a better rate of interest.  Proposed by Cllr. Thomas, seconded by Cllr. Holder and RESOLVED – that the Council, in accordance with the Trustee Investments Act 1962, s.11, invest £25,000 with the Co-op for 6-months and that Cllrs. O’Neill, Hulse, Gilson and the Clerk be signatories on the account – PC29/07.
6.4
Amendment to the Insurance Schedule to remove 5 No. Flower Pots valued at £6,501.45.  The council’s insurers had removed the items and refunded £33.29.
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7.
MINUTES OF THE PARKS, CEMETERY AND ALLOTMENTS COMMITTEE MEETING HELD ON 22ND JANUARY 07.  Cllr. Gilson presented the minutes that included the following items and recommendations:-

*
Children’s Play Area – Consultation for residents booked for Thursday, 22nd February 07 from 2-7pm in Helsby Community Centre.  Cllr. Gilson asked that as many councillors as possible to attend.

*
Proposed ‘Change of Use’ to create an extension to the existing cemetery.  A meeting with the Borough Council representatives had been arranged for 1st March 07 to discuss the Parish Council’s proposals.

7.1
New Allotment Tenancy Agreements.  Proposed by Cllr. Gilson, seconded by Cllr. Gardner and RESOLVED – that the Council enter into Allotment Tenancy Agreements with the following Helsby residents:-

Mrs T A Pugh of 17 Sherwood Court
Plot 2 (half-plot) Queens Drive


Dr. E Rhead of 56 Chester Road

Plot 6 (full-plot) Queens Drive


PC30/07.

7.2
Plot 8 – cemetery allotment site affected by the proposed ‘Change of Use’.  Before approving the recommendations, the Council considered a request from Mr Hinkins to deviate from the contractual agreement by rescinding the ‘Notice to Quit’ with an agreement to vacate the plot by 29th March 08 subject to the Parish Council obtaining planning consent.  It was agreed that the Council should not deviate from the contract that had been signed by both parties.

Proposed by Cllr. Gilson, seconded by Cllr. Atkinson and RESOLVED:

1.
To give Mr Tony Hinkins, current holder of Plot 8 on the Cemetery Allotment Site, notice to quit by 29th March 2008 in accordance with the Lease Agreement.

2.
To offer Mr Hinkins Plot 15 on the Cemetery Allotment Site and to enter into a new lease agreement for same.

3.
To offer Mr Hinkins (by way of compensation) free rent on Plot 8 for 2007 and free rent on Plot 15 for 2008.

PC31/07.

7.3
Monthly Playground Inspections.  Proposed by Cllr. Gilson, seconded by Cllr. Thomas and RESOLVED – that the Council, in accordance with the Local Government Act (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1976, s.19 approve the Borough Council’s quotation of £26 per site inspection costs for 2007 – PC32/07.
7.4
St. Paul’s Closed Churchyard.  Proposed by Cllr. Gilson, seconded by Cllr. Crossley-Jones and RESOLVED – that the Council, in accordance with the Local Government Act 1972, s.215  approve the costs of £25 per visit for the Community Services people to maintain  St Paul’s Churchyard (subject to VRBC approval) – PC33/07.
7.5
Security marking the Council’s property.  Proposed by Cllr. Gilson, seconded by Cllr. Johnson and RESOLVED – that the Council, in accordance with the Local Government Act 1972, s.111, purchase 1 No. Small Commercial Kit from Smartwater costing £211.50 incl. VAT and P & P – PC34/07.

8.
MINUTES OF THE HUMAN RESOURCES COMMITTEE HELD ON 5TH FEBRUARY 07.  Cllr. Johnson presented the minutes that included the following recommendations:-

8.1
Annual pay rises – agreed to wait for the decision from NALC/SLCC re pay negotiations prior to agreeing a pay rise for all of the Council’s employees.

8.2
Employee’s ‘Contract of Employment’ (for Part-Time Employees).  Proposed by Cllr. Johnson, seconded by Cllr. Gardner and RESOLVED – that the Council grant approval to Cllrs. Johnson and Hulse to produce a ‘Contract of Employment’ by lifting all terms and conditions from the generic contract received from the Borough Council that were pertinent to the Parish Council’s employees – PC35/07.

8.3
New General Assistant.  Proposed by Cllr. Johnson, seconded by Cllr. Gardner and RESOLVED – that the Council in accordance with the Local Government Act 1972, s.111, approved the following:-

1.
To employ another General Assistant to work for 6 months (from 1st April to 30th September)  per year on a permanent basis.
2.
Number of hours to be worked = 10 per week.

3.
Hourly rate of pay = £5.99 (pay award pending).

4.
That the new employee would be put forward for a CRB check at the Council’s expense costing £50.

5.
That the new employee be taken-on subject to passing a medical examination that will be carried out by Dr. Brook costing £30, at the Council’s expense.
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6.
Contract of Employment – to receive the same terms and conditions as all other Parish Council employees when the document has been prepared and approved.
7.
That Cllrs. Johnson, O’Neill and the Clerk will form the interview panel.

8.
To advertise the post in the Buy-Sell and Helsby To Hand.

PC36/07.

9.
BURIAL GRANTS: none.

10.
HELSBY COMMUNITY CENTRE – councillors were reminded that the next performance by the Cheshire Rural Touring Network would take place on Saturday, 10th March at 7.30pm.

11.
COUNCILLORS SURGERY 3rd February 07 – Cllr. Atkinson gave a report on the matters discussed, all pertaining to the Parish Field, that a resident (representing the Robin Hood Senior Football Team) brought to her attention.  Proposed by Cllr. Gilson, seconded by Cllr. Thomas and RESOLVED – to delegate all items discussed at the surgery, pertaining to the Parish Field, be discussed fully at the next meeting of the Parks Committee – PC37/07.

12.
VALE ROYAL BOROUGH COUNCIL 
12.1
Housing & Availability Assessment – scoping study and a call for sites to be considered for development.  The Parish Council agreed that there were no sites now available in Helsby for potential development.

12.2
Mayor’s Parlour – Charity Dinner Dance. Friday, 23rd March 07 – duly noted.

12.3
Vale Royal ‘Buildings at Risk Strategy’ – seeking councillors to become involved in the monitoring process – duly noted.

12.4
Notification of Parish Council Elections – 3rd May 07.  Nominations would close on 4th April 07 – Clerk would collect all nominations to take, by hand, to the Borough Council offices in Winsford.  


Confirmation had been received from NALC with regard to the re-accreditation process for Quality Parish Councils that, in future, the 80% mandate would apply to the first and subsequent accreditations.

12.5
Alvanley Road Flooding near entrance to middle path – repairs undertaken to resolve the problem.

12.6
Vale Royal Area Meeting – Cllr. O’Neill reported the following:-


*
Nominations invited for Borough Councillors re forthcoming elections.


*
Aston Wind Farm – turned down with no appeal lodged to date.


*
Peel Holdings had lodged an appeal for the Resource Recovery Park at Ince.

*
Sutton Weaver Swing Bridge – British Waterways had carried out an inspection and the results were being scrutinised.
*
Castle Park – security issues, DPPO and bid for Heritage Lottery Funding.

*
Towers Lane, Alvanley planning application for Traveller Site – going to Planning Committee on 20th February 07.

*
Proposed new Medical Centre in Top Field, Frodsham – the current developers were no longer pursuing this site.

*
Requests made for consideration of installing CCTV in Frodsham Town Centre.

13.
CHESHIRE COMMUNITY COUNCIL – Community Pride Competition.  Proposed by Cllr. Atkinson, seconded by Cllr. Johnson and RESOLVED – that the matter be delegated to the next Environment Committee meeting for discussion – PC38/07.
14.
CHESHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL
14.1
Special Festival Service – Chester Cathedral, 25th March at 3.15pm.  Cllr. Thomas kindly agreed to attend.

15.
CHESHIRE ASSOCIATION OF LOCAL COUNCILS

15.1
Vale Royal Area Meeting – 22nd March at Wyvern House. Nominations were invited for a Parish Representative to sit on the Vale Royal Standards Committee.  As Cllr. Thomas was already a member it was not necessary for the Parish Council to select another.

15.2
VAT on mileage – reminder for Parish Councillors to keep petrol receipts – duly noted.

15.3
Local Government Act 1972, s. 137 indexation for 2007/08 £5.64 per elector – duly noted.

15.4
Government pressing NALC to create a database of all Town & Parish Councils.  The County Association already has this mechanism in place.

15.5
Postwatch – consultation on Post Office Network.  Cllr. Thomas had completed the questionnaire.
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15.6
Consultation re amendments to the Model Code of Conduct – the Chairman kindly agreed to respond to the document on the Council’s behalf.

15.7
Two bids for ‘Unitary Status’ in Cheshire.  Cheshire County Council proposed one unitary covering the whole of Cheshire and Chester City Council had proposed two, West and East - government decision expected by March.  Ruth Kelly MP announced that the government will only be prepared for eight counties to be allowed unitary status.
16.
TRANSPORT MATTERS

16.1
Helsby Station had won ‘Best-Kept Station in Cheshire’.  The competition had only been running for 4 years and Helsby Station had won twice.  Proposed by Cllr. Johnson, seconded by Cllr. Williams and RESOLVED – that a letter of congratulations be sent to the working party – PC39/07.

16.2
Helsby Station – investigating revenue protection i.e. gate or ticket office - could be made into a ‘Social Enterprise Project’.
17.
PLANNING


17.1
Council’s comments (in italics) were sent in for the following new planning applications:-


06-2770-FUL
226 Chester Road

Single storey extension to rear.


4/07/0047/FZ5
Helsby High School
Installation of a microwave network kit incorporating an antennae






and attachment.


07-0047-FZ5
Helsby High School
same


07-0094-FUL
14 Smithy Lane

Gable Roof (amendment to 06-0861-FUL)


07-0300-FUL
Persimmon

Relocation of bin store in relation to previous approved 







application 05-2099-ARMM


No objections to the above-mentioned planning applications


07-0183-FUL
108 Robin Hood Lane
Pre-cast concrete garage (re-sub of 06-1312-FUL)

Objections – not in keeping with existing buildings


07-0110-FUL
208 Chester Road

Two storey extension at rear.


Comments not yet collated - not all councillors had viewed plans


17.2
The following decisions received from the Planning Authority were duly noted:-


06-0859-FUL
Keyscroft, Proffits Lane
Approved


06-1620-FUL
Tesco Stores Limited
Approved (variation of delivery hours)


06-2170-FUL
4 Homestead Cottages
Approved


06-2202-FUL
6 The Beeches

Approved


06-2239-FUL
11 Primrose Lane

Approved

17.3
Quinn Glass – 04/01402/FUL & P2004/673 – confirmation that the Secretary of State had refused the application for a Glass Container Factory.

17.4
Street Naming – Mere’s Edge Site. The following names, all relevant to the site’s history of cable making, would be sent to Brookhouse for their consideration:
Callender Drive








Braidway









Cable Road

17.5
Proposed Incineration Plant 100 MW– Weston Point submitted by INEOS Chlor Limited.  To burn solid derived fuel (850,000 tonnes per year) that would be packaged elsewhere and brought into the site.  An operator had done a deal with the City of Manchester to take its waste.  Halton Borough Council would consult with the public – RAIN informed.

Cllr. Williams left the room for the following item

18.
DONATION REQUEST received from Helsby Hillside WI - request for funding towards replacement scrapbook costing £1356 in total.  The County Council had promised £1k provided that other agencies would match fund.  Proposed by Cllr. Gardner, seconded by Cllr. Holder and RESOLVED – that the Council, in accordance with its powers under Section 137 of the Local Government Act 1972, should incur the following expenditure which, in the opinion of the Council, is in the interest of the area or its inhabitants and will benefit them in a manner commensurate with the expenditure to donate the sum of £150 to Helsby Hillside WI towards the costs of re-printing their scrapbook – PC40/07.
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19.
ACCOUNTS

19.1
Wirral Transport Users Association – annual subscription £10.  Proposed by Cllr. Holder, seconded by Cllr. Gardner and RESOLVED – that the Council, in accordance with the Local Government Act 1972, s.143, approve payment of £10 for the annual subscription of Wirral Transport Users Association – PC41/07.

19.2
Repairs to storm damaged railings – Children’s Playground.  Proposed by Cllr. Holder, seconded by Cllr. Johnson and RESOLVED – that the Council, in accordance with the Local Government  Act 1972, Sched 14 para 27, approve Joe Preston & Son Ltd to be the chosen contractor to undertake the repairs to the railings in the Children’s Park costing £300 excl. VAT – PC42/07.

19.3
Removal of trees caused by storm damage – Children’s Playground.  Proposed by Cllr. Gardner, seconded by Cllr. Johnson and RESOLVED – that the Council, in accordance with the Local Government Act 1972, Sched 14 para 17, approve payment of £634.50 incl. VAT to the Old Vicarage Tree Surgery for undertaking the cutting and removal of trees in the Children’s Playground – PC43/07.

19.4
Internal Audit of Accounts for fiscal year 2006/07.  Proposed by Cllr. Thomas, seconded by Cllr. Crossley-Jones and RESOLVED – that the Council, in accordance with the Local Government Act 1972, s.111, approve JDH Business Services Limited to undertake the audit of the Parish Council’s accounts for Financial Year 2006/07 costing £211.29 – PC44/07.

19.5
Nat West – Reserve Account for Communities.  The Council deferred the decision to open up a new interest paying account until after the May elections.
 

19.6
Bank Reconciliation – circulated for approval.  The Chairman checked the figures against the corresponding bank statements and confirmed that they were correct.  Proposed by Cllr. Williams, seconded by Cllr. Thomas and RESOLVED – that the bank reconciliation sheet detailing moneys held in balances totalling £50,478.85 be accepted as accurate and that the bank statements be initialled by the Chairman – PC45/07.

19.7
Accounts for January/early February 2007 – circulated for approval.  Proposed by Cllr. Thomas, seconded by Cllr. Gardner and RESOLVED – that the Council, in accordance with budget provision, approve the following payments totalling £5,537.97 for January/early February 07 – PC46/07.


To whom paid


Particulars of payment




Amount £


Employees


January 07 – salaries




1,508.87


Inland Revenue


Tax & NI for January 07




   434.48


Vale Royal CAB


Donation – LGA 1972, s.137



   100.00


Neuro Muscular Centre

same






     50.00


Post Office Limited

United Utilities water charge for Queens Drive Allotments
     11.55


Helsby To Hand


Advertisements – Councillor’s Surgeries


     61.00


Edmund Nuttall Limited

Installation & removal of Christmas Lights


2,468.66


Peter Beales Roses Limited
Purchase of roses for Commonwealth War Graves

   105.45


Mrs Jeanette Hughes

Purchase of:
Postage

£55.00)








Keys cut

£24.50)








Printer Ink
£36.00)


   115.50


Old Vicarage Tree Surgery
Emergency clearance of trees – Children’s Playground
   634.50


Mr Sam Johnson


Travel expenses





     21.08


Mr Terry O’Neill


same






     26.88


TOTAL:
£5,537.97

20.
FIRE INSPECTION – Open Evening.  Proposed by Cllr. Gilson, seconded by Cllr. Thomas and RESOLVED – that the Council, working in partnership with the Fire Safety Service, arrange an Open Evening in Helsby Community Centre for the public to obtain information re keeping their homes safe from fire – PC47/07.

21.
DATE OF THE NEXT MEETING – Monday, 12th March 07 at 19:00 hours in Helsby Library.

The meeting closed at 20:53 hours.









Chairman’s signature…………………………









Date ……………………………………………
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