HELSBY PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON 12TH MARCH 07 AT 19:00 HOURS IN HELSBY LIBRARY
PRESENT:





IN ATTENDANCE:

Cllr. Terry O’Neill – Chairman


Ms Sam Parker – Chester Chronicle Reporter
Cllr. Stuart Hulse – Vice-Chairman


PCSO Chris Maddocks – Local Constabulary

Cllr. Barbara Atkinson



Mrs Michelle Pickstock 

Cllr. Mike Bellairs




Helsby Community Sports Club

Cllr. Sylvia Crossley-Jones

Cllr. Bill Foster

Cllr. Alan Gardner

Cllr. Mark Gilson

Cllr. Patricia Holder

Cllr. Sam Johnson

Cllr. George Porter

Cllr. George Randles

Cllr. Frank Thomas

Cllr. Betty Williams

CHAIRMAN’S ANNOUNCEMENTS: the Chairman passed on thanks to Cllr. John Kerry and his team for a superb evening’s entertainment sponsored by the Cheshire Rural Touring Network.  The High School Basketball Team is representing the Country in the World Cup finals in France and the Chairman asked Council’s permission for this to be discussed  in Agenda Item No. 21.7 ‘Accounts’ – agreed.
1.
PUBLIC AIR TIME. Proposed by Cllr. Gardner, seconded by Cllr. Johnson and RESOLVED – that the meeting be suspended for public participation – PC50/07.  There being no matters brought to the Council’s attention, it was proposed by Cllr. Hulse, seconded by Cllr. Foster and RESOLVED – that Public Air Time be closed and the meeting reconvened – PC51/07.

2.
POLICE MATTERS


2.1
PCSO Maddocks reported the following:-

*
Homewatch – picking-up support with Liz Biddle devoting her time to the scheme.  PCSO Maddocks would approach all councillors to become involved.  The Parkfield Drive/Queens Drive Co-ordinator – Mr G Chesterson was congratulated for the efficient way in which information was communicated after the recent burglary and he was also thanked for pressure washing the graffiti off the Guide Hut – agreed that a letter of thanks be sent to Mr Chesterson.
*
Road Safety – the police presence outside the Helsby High and Hornsmill School was making a difference re parking.  No parking tickets had been issued at Helsby High but quite a few issued in Denbigh Close.
*
Speed Monitoring – results.  Due to the amount of persons found to be speeding along the A56, an operational order had been placed planning intervention.  SCO’s would concentrate on parking issues and a team of Police Officers would address the speeding.  Dates would be sent when know.

*
Three break-ins in the Wroxham Road area.
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· Nuisance Youths – last two Fridays were very busy with 40-50 youths of various ages in the village.  Large amount of alcohol seized.  A man was summoned for trying to sell alcohol to under-age youths.  Tesco helping with evidence.
· Investigation of partnership approach. A meeting had been arranged with PCSO Maddocks, Cllr. O’Neill and the Project Manager from the Helsby Community Sports Club to investigate activities to get children off the streets.
· New Community Warden would take up post soon.

· Helsby Station – damage to door.  Fingerprints had been obtained.

2.2
Police Marching Band – confirmation had been received that the band would attend the Remembrance Day Service in St. Paul’s Church to march from the Scout HQ and back again.  The Chief Constable of Cheshire would also be attending.  Proposed by Cllr. Hulse, seconded by Cllr. Foster and RESOLVED – that the Council, in accordance with Local Government Act 1972, s. 145, approve the fee of £350 charged by the Police Marching Band for their attendance at the Remembrance Day Parade through Helsby Village on 11th Nov 07– PC52/07.
3.
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE – received and accepted from Cllr. John Kerry.

4.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST IN AGENDA ITEMS.  Cllr. Gilson declared a prejudicial interest in Item 20.1 Planning Application No. 07-0400-COU as a resident of Helsby Park Homes.

5.
MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 12th FEBRUARY 07.  Proposed by Cllr. Williams, seconded by Cllr. Gardner and RESOLVED – that the minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 12th February 07 be accepted as an accurate record and duly signed by the Chairman – PC53/07.

6.
MATTERS ARISING FROM THE PREVIOUS MINUTES

6.1
Police Forums.  The Council’s request for more forums in 2007 for the Frodsham Area had been declined and that the January 08 Forum would be held in Northwich.  Advertising clearly stated that the January 2008 forum would take place in Frodsham.  Proposed by Cllr. Hulse, seconded by Cllr. Thomas and RESOLVED – to seek clarification as to whether the January 2008 Police Forum would still be held in Frodsham – PC54/07.

6.2
PCSO’s – Cllr. Thomas reported on a recent newspaper report that Elton and Mickle Trafford PCSO’s were being supplied ‘Free of Charge’.  The PCSO’s were employed by the Borough/City Councils and so both would not be restricted to move out of area.
7.
MINUTES OF THE HEALTH AND SAFETY COMMITTEE MEETING HELD ON 26TH FEBRUARY 07.  The Chairman of the committee presented the minutes and the recommendations contained therein for the approval of the Council – minutes received.

8.
MINUTES OF THE ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE MEETING HELD ON 26TH FEBRUARY 07.  Cllr. Hulse presented the minutes that included the following recommendations:-
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8.1
Doggy Bins – confirmation that all bins (13 in total) attached to lighting columns must be removed within 10 weeks. Costs to place bins on stand-alone columns was £796.  The Council agreed to contact the Head of Operations at the Borough Council to seek grants.
8.2
Parking Issues – village centre.  Councillors discussed the following:-

*
Implementing a time restriction on parking.

*
District Garage parking 20 vehicles for sale (pointing outwards) during weekends.

*
The Borough Council had enforcement powers, under recent legislation, to issue parking tickets.

*
PCSO aware of the parking concerns.

Proposed by Cllr. Hulse, seconded by Cllr. Johnson and RESOLVED – that the 

Council request assistance from Joint Highways to resolve the problem with 

village centre parking – PC55/07.

8.3
Grit Bins.  Cllr. Hulse reported that two bins required replacement due to being deliberately set on fire and that a new bin was requested by the residents of The Beeches.  Proposed by Cllr. Hulse, seconded by Cllr. Gardner and RESOLVED – that the Council, in accordance with the Local Government Act 1972, s.111, purchase 3 No. Grit Bins at a cost of £159 plus VAT per unit (to be ordered in time for the winter of 2008) – PC56/07.
8.4
Exit of village shops.    Proposed by Cllr. Hulse, seconded by Cllr. Gardner and RESOLVED – that the Council enlist the help of the Frodsham Forward BID (Business Improvement District Manager) to investigate why shop owners were leaving and to submit a report on the findings – PC57/07.  This item would be discussed at the next FF Economy Meeting being held on 28th March 07.
8.5
Community Pride Competition.  Proposed by Cllr. Hulse, seconded by Cllr. Randles and RESOLVED – that the Council, in accordance with the Local Government Act 1972, s.144, enter Helsby Village into the following award categories:-

*
Best-Kept Village


*
Best Newsletter Competition


*
Village Community Safety Award


costing £35.00 entry – PC58/07.

8.6
Social Enterprise – proposal to open up the Ticket Office at Helsby Station.  Proposed by Cllr. Hulse, seconded by Cllr. Williams and RESOLVED – that a Sub-Group be formed of Cllrs. O’Neill, Hulse, Thomas and Gilson to investigate the viability of opening up the Ticket Office at Helsby Station for local business use – PC59/07.  Councillors agreed to attend a meeting with representatives from SPACIA planned for Tuesday, 20th March at 10:00 hours at the station.

It was at this point that Cllr. Hulse gave his apologies and left the meeting to attend to an urgent matter.

8.7
Memorial Plaque for Mr Fred Brown (retired Pharmacist of Brown’s Chemist).  The friends of Mr Brown had expressed a preference to place a commemorative plaque on the sandstone bridge by Tesco.  Proposed by Cllr. Thomas, seconded by Cllr. Bellairs and RESOLVED – that the Council support the friends by giving approval to the placing of a plaque on the Sandstone Bridge by Tesco to commemorate Mr Fred Brown (subject to the necessary approvals being granted from Cheshire County Council) – PC60/07.
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8.8
Quotations received from contractors re lighting the BICC Bridge.  Proposed by Cllr. Gardner, seconded by Cllr. Randles and RESOLVED – to ask for a breakdown of costs from Keith Darlington and that Edmund Nuttall’s be asked to send an amended quote for Kingfisher ‘Villa’ style lighting – PC61/07.  It was agreed to contact Mr Don Paterson – Street Scene Manager to seek approval for the design

9.
MINUTES OF THE STANDING ORDERS COMMITTEE MEETING HELD ON 5TH MARCH 07.  Proposed by Cllr. Bellairs, seconded by Cllr. Thomas and RESOLVED – that the amendments/inclusions to the existing Standing Orders be accepted – PC62/07.
10.
BURIAL GRANTS – none.

11.
HELSBY COMMUNITY CENTRE – Cllr. Williams reported that the hall was used to full capacity last Saturday night during the production of ‘Three Men in a Bow-Tie’, unfortunately as a consequence, the bar was not adequately prepared.

12.
COUNCILLOR’S SURGERY.  The following items were discussed during the surgery that took place on 3rd March:-

*
Trouble with youths – WPC Beswick was able to report progress.


*
Homewatch –dealt with at the surgery
*
Rubbish between BICC Bridge and the Robin Hood Pub.  The Clerk would contact the Borough Council to remove litter.

*
Dog fouling – dealt with at the surgery
*
Travellers - same
*
Smell emanating the marshes - same
*
Lower Rake Lane - parking issues.  WPC Beswick to investigate.
13.
VALE ROYAL BOROUGH COUNCIL MATTERS

13.1
Mayor’s Award for Endeavour.  The Council agreed to put two Helsby ladies forward for their work with ‘Age Concern’.  Clerk to action.

13.2
Cheshire Planning Forum – Friday, 20th March 07 at 14:00 hours Wyvern House – duly noted.

13.3
Helsby Public Cemetery – Commercial & Trade Waste Collection & Disposal weekly charge of £4.40 + VAT.  Proposed by Cllr. Gilson, seconded by Cllr. Porter and RESOLVED – that the Council, in accordance with the Parish Councils and Burials Authorities (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1970, s.1, approve the £4.40 plus VAT weekly costs of bin emptying at Helsby Public Cemetery – PC63/07.
14.
CHESHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL MATTERS

14.1
Licence (2 x copies) to erect and maintain two Finger Post Signs on Chester Road, Helsby (Section 115E of the Highways Act 1980).  Proposed by Cllr.  Crossley-Jones, seconded by Cllr. Porter and RESOLVED – that the Council approve the wording in the Licence for the 2 x Fingerpost Signs and that the Chairman and Clerk sign the documents – PC64/07.

14.2
Licence (2 x copies) to erect and maintain ten Planters on the highway at various locations in the Parish of Helsby (Section 115E of the Highways Act 1980).  Proposed by Cllr. Crossley-Jones, seconded by Cllr. Porter and RESOLVED – that the Council approve the wording in the Licences for the 10 x Planters and that the Chairman and Clerk sign the documents – PC65/07.
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14.3
The Future of Local Government in Cheshire – the Clerk distributed a document that gave details of the County’s decision to apply for ‘Unitary Status’.  The government would chose 8 counties and the decision would be known by the end of March.

15.
CHESHIRE COMMUNITY COUNCIL
15.1
Spring Members Evening – Thursday, 26th April at 19:00 hours Byley Village Hall.  Cllr. O’Neill kindly agreed to attend and Cllr. Hulse’s name was also put forward in his absence.

15.2
Parish Council Membership for year ending 31st March 2008.  Proposed by Cllr. Williams, seconded by Cllr. Gardner and RESOLVED – that the Council, in accordance with the Local Government Act 1972, s. 143, approved the £66.00 fee to renew its annual membership with Cheshire Community Council – PC66/07.

16.
CHESHIRE ASSOCIATION OF LOCAL COUNCILS
16.1
Community Action Training Session – Byley Village Hall, 15th March 7-9pm – duly noted.

16.2
Chairmanship Course – Cllrs. Hulse and Thomas attended.  Lyon’s Enquiry – report on local government finance to be presented on 27th March in London.

17.
HELSBY VILLAGE ACTION GROUP – next meeting scheduled for 19:30 hours on 29th March 07.  The group had enlisted the help of Bron Kerrigan from Cheshire Community Council to gather ideas on how to re-consult with the public as the majority of tasks, set by the group, had been achieved.

18.
TRANSPORT MATTERS – Cllr. Thomas reported the following:-
*
Bus Shelters – Adshel.  Waiting to hear decision from the County Council - could be within next two weeks.

*
Ellesmere Port to Runcorn Bus Services -being taken over by GHM (Wrexham) who plan to purchase two Low Deck Buses for the hourly service route.

19.
CORRESPONDENCE

19.1
Resident living in Vale Gardens asking what the Council were doing about arranging activities for the village youths.  Council agreed to write to explain that it all hinged on what funding could be received for the Helsby Community Sports Club – Clerk to action.

19.2
Robin Hood Football Team requested work to Parish Field.  Proposed by Cllr. Gilson, seconded by Cllr. Gardner and RESOLVED – that all issues raised in the letter be delegated to the Parks Committee for full discussion – PC67/07.

20.
PLANNING

20.1
Council’s comments (in italics) were sent in for the following new planning applications:-


07-0324-FUL

29 Latham Avenue
Proposed dormers to rear and side of dwelling

Objection – not in keeping with existing street scene.

07-00068-ELC
INEOS Chlor Ltd
Incineration Plant
Objection – public health grounds

07-0393-FUL

16 Windsor Drive
Conservatory to rear

No objection
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Cllr. Gilson left the meeting for the following item.


07-0400-COU

Helsby Park Homes
Proposed loop road, additional car parking 








provision and supplementary landscaping.


Objection – erosion of green belt.


Cllr. Gilson re-joined the meeting.


20.2
The following decisions received from the Planning Authority were duly noted.



06-2440-FUL
 
226 Chester Road

Approved



4/07/0047/FZ5
Helsby High School

Approved

07-0047-FZ5

same



Approved

07-0094-FUL

14 Smithy Lane

Refused

07-0110-FUL

208 Chester Road

Approved

20.3
Land adjacent to the Manchester Ship Canal, Cheshire – notification of appeal.

Appellant: Peel Environmental Ince Limited


Appeal Ref. No. APP/Z0645/A/07/2037113

Proposed by Cllr. Thomas, seconded by Cllr. Porter and RESOLVED – that the Council send in objections to the Planning Inspectorate on the appeal lodged by Peel Holdings Ref. APP/Z0645/A/07/2037113 – PC68/07.

20.4
Proposed Cemetery Extension.  Proposed by Cllr. Gilson, seconded by Cllr. Foster and RESOLVED – to employ an architect to apply professional expertise to further progress the Parish Council’s planning application for the ‘Change of Use’ (subject to the Parish Council’s approval re costs) – PC69/07.  

Clerk to obtain quotations from 3 No. companies.

20.5
Illuminated signage – Railway Inn.  Clerk to chase Enforcement Office for progress.

21.
ACCOUNTS
21.1
Appointment of External Auditor – the Audit Commission had appointed UHY Hacker Young for the financial year 2006/07 – duly noted.

21.2
Community Centre – purchase of Hot Water Boiler.  Retrospective permission for the purchase of the first boiler - £737.90 that was subsequently returned (the Council would receive a refund cheque to the value of £658.82 that included a minus 10% handling charge) and purchase of the correct boiler costing £842.33.  Proposed by Cllr. Gardner, seconded by Cllr. Randles and RESOLVED – that the Council, in accordance with the Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1976, s.19, grant retrospective approval for the purchase of the 2 Hot Water Boilers for the Community Centre – PC70/07.  Clerk would invoice the Community Centre for both boilers excluding VAT on the first purchase that was returned.
21.3
Co-op Community Account – Guaranteed Investment Deposit Account - £25,000.  Proposed by Cllr. Johnson, seconded by Cllr. Gardner and RESOLVED – that the Council open a Co-op Guaranteed Investment Deposit Account, with £25,000 withdrawn from the HSBC Bank, for a 6-month term and that Cllrs. O’Neill, Hulse, Gilson and the Clerk be account signatories with any 3 of the aforementioned signing withdrawals – PC71/07.
21.4
Bank reconciliation – circulated for approval.  The Chairman checked the figures against the corresponding bank statements and confirmed that they were correct.  Proposed by Cllr. Thomas, seconded by Cllr. Williams and RESOLVED – that the bank reconciliation sheet detailing moneys held in balances totalling £42,866.73 be accepted as accurate and that all bank statements be initialled by the Chairman – PC72/07.
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21.5
Payments for February/early March 07 – circulated for approval.  Proposed by Cllr. Foster, seconded by Cllr. Holder and RESOLVED – that the Council, in accordance with budget provision, approved the following payments totalling £8,254.26 for February/early March 07 – PC73/07.

To whom paid

Particulars of payment



 Amount

Employees


February 07 – salaries




£1,509.08
Inland Revenue

Tax & NI for February 07



   £434.28

Smartwater Technology Ltd
Small commercial coding system


   £211.50

Helsby Hillside WI

Donation towards new scrapbook (Section 137)
   £150.00

Wirral Trans Users Group
Annual subscription for 2007



     £10.00
Viking Direct


Stationery order




   £137.76

Cheshire Comm. Council
Entry fee for Community Pride Competition

     £35.00

Plumb Centre


Purchase of new Hot Water Boiler


   £737.90

VRBC



Grounds maintenance 2006/07


£1,307.13

Mr Terry O’Neill

Travel expenses




     £40.05

Mr Mark Gilson

same






     £36.89

ChALC


Course fees (Planning Training x 2)


     £40.00

Joe Preston & Son Limited
Repairs to storm damaged railings (Kiddies Park)
   £352.50

Trinity Mirror


Job advert for 2 weeks in Buy-Sell


     £87.54

Cheshire County Council
Installation of feed pillars – BICC Bridge

£1,833.00

Post Office Limited

UU invoice for Helsby Community Centre

   £217.08

Plumb Centre


Purchase of Hot Water Boiler (previous returned)
   £842.33

Helsby To Hand

Job advert





     £39.00

Mrs Jeanette Hughes

Various purchases for the Council


     £43.20

Duttons Mowerworld Ltd
Equipment maintenance



   £190.02

TOTAL:
£8,254.26

21.6
Stationery order from Viking – proposed by Cllr. Porter, seconded by Cllr. Gardner and RESOLVED – that retrospective permission be granted for the purchase of stationery requirements costing £137.76 – PC74/07.

21.7
Helsby High School Basketball Team – World Cup finals in France.  The team were representing England in the finals and were trying to fund the trip with grants/donations.  Proposed by Cllr. Thomas, seconded by Cllr. Gardner and RESOLVED – that the Council, in accordance with its powers under Section 137 of the Local Government Act 1972, should incur the following expenditure which, in the opinion of the Council, is in the interest of the area or its inhabitants and will benefit them in a manner commensurate with the expenditure to donate the sum of £500 to the Helsby High School Basketball Team – PC75/07.   Money to be drawn from Council’s reserves.

22.
DATE OF THE NEXT MEETING

*
Annual Parish Meeting for the Parish Electorate – Monday, 16th April at 19:00 hours in Helsby Library.

*
Parish Council meeting – Monday, 16th April in Helsby Library.  To follow on immediately after the close of the Annual Parish Meeting being held on the same evening.
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Date…………………………………………..

Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 12th March 07. 
